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informing the Devasthanam authorities about his strange
experiences). There he did seva for another 12 years,
observing severe austerities and as a result, he was born
in a royal family in the next birth.

Naturally, one would be interested to know at this
stage, who that king was. But before that, some facts
narrated here require an analysis.

A devotee does seva for 12 years and not getting any
benefit out of it, he continues the seva for another 12
years and finally reaps the benefit, only in his next birth.

But Venkanna, the cowherd, who was an illiterate,
becomes a Diwan through the grace of Sri Raghavendra
and distinguishes himself as an able administrator.

One may wonder why this discrimination has been
shown.  If Sri Raghavendra had willed, could that
devotee have not been made a ruler? Venkanna, who
merely chants Sri Raghavendra's name, is blessed with
Diwan's post. On the contrary, for another devotee who
worships him for years together, the benevolence of
being given the position that he wanted, is extended only
in the next birth! How is this justified?

But whatever mysterious deeds Sri Raghavendra
performs, there will surely be fairness.

For one craving beyond his limit and exhibiting
keenness about its attainment, Sri Raghavendra will
condition the person to the state of his deserving it,
before gracing him the mercy. He will not yield to any
recommendations from any quarter.